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The special meeting of the Glendale Community College District Board of Trustees was called to 
order by Dr. Hacopian at 6:58 p.m. on Monday, October 10, 2007 in the Student Center, SC 212, 
located in the J. Walter Smith Building. 
 
 
Trustees Present:   Administrators Present:  Bargaining Unit Rep: 
Mrs. Anita Quinonez Gabrielian  Dr. Audre Levy   Dr. John Queen 
Dr. Armine G. Hacopian   Dr. Dawn Lindsay   
Mr. Victor I. King   Dr. Ricardo Perez   
Dr. Vahé Peroomian   Mr. Larry Serot    
Mr. Tony Tartaglia    
Mr. Hrach Orujyan, ST        
            
       
 
The media was represented by the Glendale News Press. An audio tape of this meeting will be 
on file in the Superintendent/President’s Office, at the Glendale Central Library, and on the 
College’s website at http://www.glendale.edu/boardoftrustees. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was led by David Mkrtchian, ASGCC Senator 
of Campus Activities 
 
Dr. Hacopian welcomed all in attendance. She remarked that, because of the start time, the tour that 
had been agendized would be available after the meeting or could be scheduled for a later date. She 
said that "Comments from the Audience" and the study session component of the Board Meeting 
would be combined.  She asked that one of the guests, Ms. Carole Weling, introduce herself and the 
other guests.  Ms. Weling did so and each guest provided his/her home address for the record: 
 
 Ms. Carole Weling, 857 E. Mountain Street, Glendale 
 Ms. Lila Ramirez, 1000 E. Mountain Street, Glendale 
 Mr. Rubik Salayan, 1229 Ethel Street, Glendale 
 
Dr. Levy welcomed the group of homeowners and said that the College personnel were available this 
evening to answer questions.  She then introduced those on the dais (as listed above).  
 
Administrators then continued with introductions of GCC Staff in attendance:  
 Mr. Bill Taylor, Director Business Services 
 Chief Steve Wagg, Campus Police  
 Captain Nidal Kobaissi, Campus Police  
 Dr. Edward Karpp, Research and Planning 
 Dr. Paul Schlossman, Dean, Student Affairs 
 Mr. Alen Andriassian, Manager, Assessment and Outreach 
 Mr. Henan Joof, Outreach Coordinator 
 Dr. Ron Harlan, Dean, Instructional Services 
 Dr. Kathy Flynn, Division Chair, Credit ESL 
 Mrs. Ani Keshishian and Mrs. Sally Holmes, Office of the Superintendent/President.  
 
 



October 10, 2007-Special Board Meeting                                                                                                                           132   

Guests introduced were:  
 Lieutenant Carl Povilaitis and Officer Gary Montecuollo of the Glendale Police Department  
 Mr. Harry Hull, Vice President, Glendale College Foundation. 
 
Dr. Hacopian concluded the introductions by saying that she wished to clarify that decisions could not 
be made at this meeting, but that the College would listen to the Homeowners questions and move 
forward after this meeting to find possible solutions. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY AND STUDY SESSION: 
"STRENGTHENING RELATIONS BETWEEN GLENDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND THE 
NEIGHBORING COMMUNITY" 
 
Dr. Hacopian stated that this is an open dialogue and suggested that the guests present their 
questions first, after which the College would reply.  The guests agreed to this format.  The 
following are the issues that were raised and commented upon: 
 
Traffic Flow Problems 

• Ms. Weling raised the issue of speeding on Verdugo/La Canada Road and asked how 
everyone can work together on this. She also remarked that the intersection at Verdugo 
& Mountain is one of the most dangerous intersections in the City.  

• Dr. Peroomian cited that the 2 southbound lanes after Verdugo & Mountain become one 
lane and share the entrance at Lot 30. 

• Dr. Peroomian also cited that going south on Verdugo, there is no U-Turn to Circle Drive. 
• Mr. Tartaglia remarked that buses pulling into the bus stops on Verdugo cause traffic flow 

issues at peak times. 
  
Campus Police 

• Mr. Salayan asked if College Police issue tickets for speeding and other traffic violations 
in the surrounding neighborhoods and, if so, are they able to do so during college time. 

• Mr. Serot and Chief Wagg provided the following information: 
Campus Police resources include foot patrols and vehicle patrols and they patrol 

neighborhood(s) periodically when requested. 
 Campus Police has the same authority as Glendale Police.  
 Campus Police is adequately staffed. Staffing was reviewed on a PowerPoint slide by 
 Chief Wagg.  

• Ms. Weling complimented Campus Police on a response call they made to a situation at 
the corner of Mountain and Ethel. 

• There was a brief discussion with regard to directing traffic by an officer on foot and the 
hazards that this would pose to the officer. 

• Mr. Salayan inquired about the types of infractions by percentage per year; and 
Mr. Serot replied that he will provide Mr. Salayan with the report. 
 

Glendale Police 
• Lieutenant Povilaitis, representative from the Glendale Police Department, made the 

following remarks: 
 Established that the Glendale Police Department has a good working relationship with 
 Glendale College. 
 Addressed the speeding problem on the two major roadways, Canada and Verdugo. 
 Cited that speeds on these roads can be in excess of 85 mph and remarked that the 
 City wants to see increased speed enforcement and increased citations. 
 Remarked that the GPD is mindful of Verdugo Woodlands Elementary School, which is 
 close in proximity to Glendale College. 

• Mr. Tartaglia remarked on the joint meeting of the College and the City prior to the first 
week of the Fall 2007 semester to ensure safe traffic flow. An arrangement was worked  
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Glendale Police - continued 
 out with the GPD to post an officer for the first few days of the Fall semester at Towne 
 Avenue (roadway leading to entrance to parking structure). Mr. Tartaglia thanked the 
 GPD for their partnership and expressed appreciation for what they do for the Verdugo 
 Woodlands school.  
 
Safety Training 

• Ms. Ramirez remarked that safety is no longer taught in high school or college. She 
remarked that her approach is that not enough is being done to educate students in the 
classroom on safety and proposed safety training for students.  

 
Parking – City Lots 

• Mr. Salayan asked if the parking structure would alleviate parking in Lot 31 and the 
church. Mr. Serot replied that all the lots are being used and will continue to be used. He 
does not see that the lots will be eliminated as a source of student parking. 

• Ms. Weling addressed the problem of Lot 30 and the alleyway between the church and 
the Verdugo Wash. She explained that students exit Lot 31 and bolt straight to Lot 30 
through the small alleyway. The concern is the ingress and egress of Lot 30 and the 
congestion and pedestrian problems that it creates. Ms. Weling suggested that the City 
possibly sell or lease this piece of property to the church.  

• Mr. Serot replied that this was the first time that he had heard the issue of Lot 30/31; and 
that the issue must be addressed with the City. He will pull together a meeting with the 
JPA (Joint Parking Authority) and extend an invitation to Ms. Weling.  

• Dr. Peroomian commented that he would like to see more of the partnership with the JPA 
to address the traffic flow issues. 

 
Parking Fees 

• Ms. Weling asked if the payment structure for parking is attractive. 
• Mr. Serot noted that the fee is comparable to that charged by Pasadena City College and 

Santa Monica College.  
• Mr. Tartaglia added that it is a perfectly adequate fee and is not deterring students. 

 
Parking Structure 

• Mr. Serot and Mr. Taylor provided the following information on the parking structure: 
The parking structure is being utilized to its full capacity. 
There are 1,185 spaces in the structure and an additional 400 spaces in the flat lot.  
There is room for expansion of the parking structure. 
The lot has speed bumps. 

 The area is being landscaped. 
 The photovoltaic panels housed on the parking structure roof provide electricity to 125 
 homes. 
 
Elevators 

• The elevators are scheduled to be operational on December 1. 
 

Parking Structure Lighting 
• Dr. Hacopian remarked that she has received at least a half dozen calls about the 

parking structure lights. 
• Mr. Taylor addressed the issue of the glare: 

An engineer has made a site visit to inspect the configuration of the lights running in the 
North/South direction. 

 The glare appears to be coming from the outer edge of the structure. 
 Glare shields are on order and should be installed in the next few weeks for a trial run. 
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Parking Structure Lighting - continued 
 The lights do not come on until dusk and the majority are turned off at 11:00 p.m., with a 
 few remaining for safety purposes. 
 
Mountain Street /Freeway Exit 
 
Traffic Signals: 

• Mr. Salayan asked if the traffic signals will be synchronized with the intersection and 
the freeway.  
Mr. Taylor replied that there is signalization and synchronization. The traffic lights 

are timed for ingress/egress. 
Mr. Serot added that the City of Glendale Traffic Department determined the need 

for the signal and coordination of signal to the freeway.  
The new entrance to the parking structure will be signalized. 
The signals will be fully operational on November 2. 

 
Lanes: 

The freeway off-ramp right-turn lanes are being re-striped.  
There will be three through lanes on Mountain Street. 
Eastbound, there will be two left-hand turn-in lanes, so that more cars can be   

       queued up. 
An overlay will be applied to Mountain Street on Saturday, October 27. 

  
Entrance to parking structure: 

There is one 5-lane entrance into the parking structure lot. 
Two other entrances off of Mountain Street are located at the Tennis Court and the  

        Coaches Lot. 
The CDC driveway onto Mountain has been closed off and it was emphasized that  

        this had never been a designated entrance. 
 
Demographics 

• Utilizing PowerPoint slides, Dr. Karpp reviewed the age distribution of GCC students: 
  25% - under age 20 
  37% - ages 20-25 
 
Comments from the Members of the Board 
Dr. Hacopian called for comments from the Board. A summarization of the comments is as 
follows: 
 
Mrs. Gabrielian 

• Thanked the members of the Homeowners Association.  
• Acknowledged the importance of the issues. 
• Remarked on the College’s strong partnership with the Glendale Police Department 

and will work with them however possible. 
 

Mr. Tartaglia 
• Thanked the Homeowners for attending the Board Meeting. 
• Said that he would like to hear from the College on Alleys 30/31 and that this issue 

should be addressed. 
• Asked that the Homeowners be open to hear what solutions the parking structure will 

bring.  
• Said that the Board is going to be watching the issues stated tonight. 
• Remarked that the College and Homeowners can work together. 
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Comments from the Members of the Board - continued 
 
Dr. Peroomian 

• Remarked that he liked the fact that the theme of today is partnership. 
 

Mr. King 
• Remarked that the College and the Homeowners are on the same team. 
• Said that, in recent years, this is a different Board and Administration. 
• Remarked that he wished to apologize that the College didn’t listen to the 

Homeowners concerns on such issues previously. 
 
Mr. Orujyan 

• With the students growing more accustomed to the parking structure and with the 
addition of operational elevators, students will most likely begin to make this their first 
option when seeking parking. 

  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REQUEST – INFORMATION AND/OR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 
Dr. Hacopian  

• Requested that the consideration of a Traffic Task Force be placed on a future Board 
agenda. She cited the expertise of the three guests on the issues presented and said 
that the Homeowners would be invited to participate on such a task force. 

• Remarked that student safety is the most important issue and suggested the 
exploration of a safety education program.  

Dr. Hacopian thanked the Homeowners for their attendance and also thanked the representatives 
from the Glendale Police Department, the Foundation, and the College staff who contributed to 
the meeting.  
 
Ms. Weling, in turn, thanked the Board for listening and extended her thanks to all those who 
participated in the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Since all business on the agenda had been considered, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Dr. Armine G. Hacopian, President   Dr. Vahé Peroomian, Clerk 
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